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FISHING – The pristine waters
off the Mid West coast yield
bountiful harvest of seafood
delicacies for domestic and
international markets.

FARM PRODUCE – The Mid
West’s agricultural sector
continues to diversify into
horticulture, high value crops
and value adding of its
produce, targeting clean,
green markets.

TOURISM – The spectacular
beauty of the Batavia Coast,
Abrolhos Islands, wildflowers,
Murchison River Gorges and
the rugged outback form the
basis of the region’s developing 
eco-tourism industry.

MINING AND MINERALS
PROCESSING – The Mid West 
offers a diversity of mineral 
deposits which provide the potential
for continued development of value-
added opportunities in this
strategically important sector.

Photo courtesy of Department of Fisheries
Photographer: Clay Bryce, WA Museum
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THE REGION

The Mid West region covers almost 470,000 square kilometres or
nearly one fifth of the area of Western Australia. The region
extends along the coast from Greenhead in the south to beyond
Kalbarri in the north and more than 800 kilometres east into the
mineral rich hinterland. With an area twice the size of the United
Kingdom, the Mid West region embraces a wide diversity of
landscapes and land uses.

These range from the rich fishing and agricultural areas along and
near the coast to the valuable pastoral and mining areas further
inland. The Mid West region comprises nineteen local
government authorities including the City of Geraldton, which is
the region’s major commercial, administrative and service centre.

The economy of the Mid West is predominantly based on the
agriculture, mining, fishing and tourism industries and is an
important contributor to the Western Australian economy.
Continued diversification across all sectors including the
downstream processing of the region’s mineral resources,
combined with further strengthening of the region’s strategic
infrastructure and development of the Mid West’s tourism
potential, will ensure the region’s continued growth.

OVERVIEW

The Mid West region has a broad economic base with mining
dominating but with major contributions from the agriculture,
fishing and tourism industries. The Department of Local
Government and Regional Development estimates that the Mid
West’s gross regional product was $2.6 billion in 1999/00.

Note: The above categories are based on average value of production/turnover over a three year period. This
allows for annual variations in production quantities and commodity prices. In addition, due to variations in the
release dates of various production and turnover statistics, some of the categories shown in the graph are not

available for the full three year period from 1997/98 to 1999/00.

Source: Department of Local Government and Regional Development

The value of production from the mining sector, predominantly
based on the production of gold, mineral sands, zinc, petroleum
products and natural gas, was estimated at $1.6 billion in 1999/00.
The region is the second largest producer of gold in the State and
this sector alone accounts for $604.7 million of the value of
regional production (see page 6).

The total value of agricultural commodities in 1998/99 was
$561.3 million of which $327.1 million came from wheat and
$41.6 million from wool (see page 7).

The fishing industry is an integral part of the regional economy
and contributed an estimated $176.7 million in 1999/00. The
most predominant and commercially important species is the
western rock lobster, with a catch valued at $165.2 million in
1999/00. This figure represents an increase of 35.6 per cent on the
1998/99 value (see page 10).

The Mid West region has a significant manufacturing sector and
is based largely on supplying the agricultural, fishing and mineral
based industries. In 1998 there were 136 manufacturing
establishments (see page 11).

The trend in the value of building approvals has increased in
recent years. The number of dwelling approvals in 1999/00 was
406 and total construction approvals were valued at $79.6 million
(see page 11).

Commercial activity makes a valuable contribution to the
region’s economy with retail turnover for 1998/99 estimated to be
$376.7 million. Employment in the retail and wholesale sectors
was 3,580 in 1996 and another 1,339 people were employed in the
property and business services (see page 12).

In 1998 there were 3,870 business locations within the Mid West
region, with over 40 per cent of these operating in the agriculture,
forestry and fishing industry sector.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

The region is being recognised as a popular tourist destination
with 563,000 domestic visitors visiting the region in 1999. It was
estimated that they spent $201 million, which represented 3.8 per
cent of the State tourism expenditure (see page 12).

Other sections in this document are: Demographics (page 3),
Labour Force and Employment by Industry (page 4), Aboriginal
Economic Development (page 12), and Infrastructure (page 13).

DEMOGRAPHICS

POPULATION STRUCTURE AND CHARACTERISTICS

The Mid West region had an estimated resident population of
50,498 in June 2000. This was 9.8 per cent of the population of
regional Western Australia. 

The region grew at an average annual rate of 0.7 per cent per
annum from 1995 to 2000. This was lower than the average
growth rate of 1.7 per cent per annum for Western Australia. 

Since 1990 the Mid West region has grown by an average of 0.4
per cent per annum compared to State growth of 1.6 per cent per
annum. The region currently makes up 2.7 per cent of the State’s
population.

Wool & Livestock (3.6%)

Gold (21.6%)

Mineral Sands
(8.7%)

Nickel (13.0%)
Other Minerals &
Petroleum (4.8%)

Retail Trade (12.2%)
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Construction (2.5%)

Manufacturing
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Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics and Ministry for Planning

GROWTH PROJECTIONS

The Mid West’s population is projected to increase by around 0.8
per cent per annum from 2001 to 2031. These projections
indicate that the region’s population will reach about 62,400 by
2016 and about 67,300 by 2031. By this time the region should
hold 2.3 per cent of the State’s population.

Economic developments have the capacity to boost these
projections.

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION

The Shires of Chapman Valley and Irwin had the highest
percentage change in population from 1996 to 2000. However,
the City of Geraldton remains the region’s dominant population
centre. Over 60 per cent of the region’s total population reside in
the Greater Geraldton area, encompassing the urban area of
Geraldton and the surrounding Shire of Greenough.

Coastal areas of the region are more conducive to intensive land
use pursuits, which tend to support higher population densities.
These in turn have led to the development of numerous closely
spaced communities. 

As rainfall decreases inland, land use becomes more extensive and
there are fewer, more widely spaced settlements. The location of
mineral resources has stimulated the establishment and growth of
many settlements in this area in the past.

Population Distribution

Shire/City
1986 1991 1996 2000 (preliminary) %

No. No. No. No. % of Change
Region 1996-00

Carnamah (S) 1,346 1,153 998 896 1.8% -10.2%
Chapman Valley (S) 782 821 836 995 2.0% 19.0%
Coorow (S) 1,388 1,596 1,444 1,516 3.0% 5.0%
Cue (S) 542 649 491 397 0.8% -19.1%
Geraldton (C) 20,040 21,128 20,200 19,510 38.6% -3.4%
Greenough (S) 5,814 8,071 10,701 11,942 23.6% 11.6%
Irwin (S) 1,799 2,189 2,526 3,141 6.2% 24.4%
Meekatharra (S) 1,400 1,951 2,098 2,195 4.4% 4.6%
Mingenew (S) 705 657 611 610 1.2% -0.2%
Morawa (S) 1,186 1,038 1,059 1,048 2.1% -1.0%
Mt Magnet (S) 1,177 1,133 869 714 1.4% -17.8%
Mullewa (S) 1,472 1,466 1,146 1,176 2.3% 2.6%
Murchison (S) 124 136 159 145 0.3% -8.8%
Northampton (S) 2,943 2,849 3,020 3,123 6.2% 3.4%
Perenjori (S) 832 796 695 618 1.2% -11.1%
Sandstone (S) 124 236 169 169 0.3% 0.0%
Three Springs (S) 1,036 886 839 788 1.6% -6.1%
Wiluna (S) 438 394 1,162 1,156 2.3% -0.5%
Yalgoo (S) 262 440 392 359 0.7% -8.4%

TOTAL 43,410 47,589 49,415 50,498 100.0% 2.2%

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics - Estimated Resident Population

LABOUR FORCE AND EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

The labour force has increased from 24,052 in 1990 to 26,497 in
2000. This represents an average growth rate of 1.0 per cent 
per year.

Source: Department of Employment, Workplace Relations and Small Business

The labour force consists of all people who are employed, and all
those who are unemployed and looking for work. In June 2000
there were an estimated 24,424 people employed in the Mid
West, with a further 2,073 people unemployed (ie. people willing
and capable of work but unable to find employment).
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Source: Department of Employment, Workplace Relations and Small Business

The Mid West region’s unemployment rate has tended to
fluctuate more than the State’s rate. The main reasons for this are
the seasonal nature of much of the work in the region, and the
relatively small size of the region’s labour force in comparison to
that of the State. 

In June 2000, the Mid West’s unemployment rate was 7.8 per
cent, which was higher than the regional unemployment rate of
6.4 per cent and the State rate of 6.2 per cent for the same period.

Source: Department of Employment, Workplace Relations and Small Business

The 1996 census figures remain the most up-to-date data for the
region’s employment by industry. The region’s labour force grew
and its economic base widened, as reflected in the distribution of
employment by industry. 

Employment in the Mid West is changing from being driven by
primary industry (agriculture, fishing, and mining) towards
greater employment opportunities in mineral processing,
manufacturing, construction and service industries. 

The number of employees in manufacturing increased by 4.6 per
cent per annum between 1991 and 1996. Employment growth in
the construction industry was similar at 4.4 per cent per annum.
However, the largest employment growth was recorded in the
finance/insurance/property/business services sector (9.7 per cent
per annum) and the accommodation/cafè/restaurant/personal
services sector (6.5 per cent per annum). 

The agriculture, forestry and fishing sector remains the region’s
largest industry sector with 3,422 employees in 1996.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Retail trade was the region’s second-largest industry in 1996
employing 2,569 people, or 12.7 per cent of the total work force. 

The growth in employment in the mining industry eased from the
spectacular employment growth evident in the 1980s. In 1996 the
mining industry employed 1,637 people in the Mid West. 

The region also had a large construction workforce of 2,569
people representing 7.5 per cent of the total labour force in 1996.

Number of People Employed by Industry Sector

Annual Average
1991 1996 Growth Rate

Agriculture, forestry & fishing 3,396 3,422 0.2%
Mining 1,723 1,637 -1.0%
Manufacturing 734 918 4.6%
Electricity, gas & water supply 244 201 -3.8%
Construction 1,224 1,519 4.4%
Wholesale trade )

3,151
937 )

2.2%
Retail trade ) 2,569 )
Transport & storage 777 822 1.1%
Communications services 184 188 0.4%
Finance & insurance )

958
362 )

9.7%
Property & business services ) 1,160 )
Government administration 

& defence 683 823 3.8%
Education ) 1,482 )
Health & community services ) 2,925 1,430 ) 1.1%
Cultural & recreational services ) 180 )
Accommodation, cafes & 

restaurants )
1,215 961 )

6.5%
Personal & other services ) 707 )
Non-classifiable/Not stated 1,533 927 35.1%

TOTAL 18,747 20,245 1.5%

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (Usual Resident Census Data)
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MINING

One of the region’s strengths is its diverse range of minerals. In
1999/00, the value of mining and petroleum projects in the Mid
West was estimated at $1.6 billion, which was 7.8 per cent of the
State total. This is a 28.5 per cent increase on 1998/99 when
mining and petroleum projects represented a value of $1.3 billion.
Over the last decade, the value of the sector has experienced
steady growth. In 1996 the industry employed 1,637 people.

Minerals mined include gold, mineral sands, iron ore, zinc-copper,
talc, lead, gypsum, lime sands, and garnet. Natural gas is also a
significant income earner. Furthermore, there are oil reserves
currently being exploited on and off shore in the Carnamah and
Irwin shires.

The Goldfields Gas Transmission pipeline and the proposed Mid
West Gas pipeline have stimulated an increase in exploration and
mining activity in the East Murchison. The proposed
development of the Oakajee industrial complex and associated
deep water port; the sealing of major east-west road links to the
mineral rich hinterland; and the availability of low cost natural
gas from the three gas pipelines that traverse the region, provide
a competitive environment for the processing of the region’s vast
mineral resources.

The government will approve new uranium mines and uranium
exports subject to strict environmental, heritage and nuclear
safeguards obligations. This could see uranium deposits being
mined in the region at Yeelirrie.

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy

GOLD

Gold production in the Mid West for 1999/00 was valued at
$604.7 million, which was 20.6 per cent of the State total. It
accounted for 36.6 per cent of the total mining and petroleum
value from the region, down from 52.1 per cent in 1998/99. This
decrease from the previous year’s result of $670.4 million was
largely attributable to static gold prices, rises in the cost of
production and the exhaustion of some deposits. However, the
industry continues to develop. 

The eastern part of the region near Wiluna is expected to become
a significant gold producing area over the next ten years, spurred
on by the lower cost of energy offered by the Goldfields Gas
Transmission pipeline.

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy

MINERAL SANDS

The region is a significant producer of mineral sands, with zircon,
ilmenite and rutile being the major commodities. The mining site is
located at Eneabba. 

In 1999/00, mineral sands valued at $306.1 million were mined.
This was 41.8 per cent of the State production, compared to the
34.9 per cent contribution in 1998/99.

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy

Ilmenite production was valued at $22.4 million in 1999/00 and
rutile production at $53.9 million. Synthetic rutile production
was worth $141.2 million, which was 43 per cent of the State
total. The synthetic rutile process upgrades ilmenite of a relatively
low commercial value to synthetic rutile, which has a titanium
dioxide content of about 91 per cent. 

The titanium ores and synthetic rutile are primarily used as a
feedstock for the production of white titanium dioxide pigment.
This pigment is used in paints, plastics, paper, rubber, printing
inks, cosmetics, soap and pharmaceuticals. Rutile is the preferred
feedstock for titanium metal production which is used in aircraft
frames and engines, aerospace industries, transport equipment
and artificial joints for replacement surgery in humans.

Zircon production in 1999/00 was worth $76.1 million, which
represented over 50.1 per cent of the State’s total. It is used in
ceramic glazes, porcelain glazes, wall tiles, dinnerware, glazed
bricks and industrial tiles. Approximately half of the world
production of zircon is produced in Western Australia.

Garnet production was valued at $12.5 million in 1999/00 and
this accounted for all of the State’s production. Garnet is
naturally a hard material and is predominantly used as an
abrasive. Applications include grinding, high pressure cutting,
industrial cleaning and maintenance.

B

B B

B
B

B

B
B

B
B

B

1989/90 1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00
0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

$ 
m

ill
io

n
s

Year

Value of Gold Production
1989/90 to 1999/00

B

B B B
B

B

B B B

B

B

1989/90 1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00
0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

$ 
m

ill
io

n
s

Year

Value of Mineral Sands Production
1989/90 to 1999/00

B B B

B B

B

B B B

B

B

1989/90 1990/91 1991/92 1992/93 1993/94 1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99 1999/00
0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

$ 
m

ill
io

n
s

Year

Value of Mineral Production
1989/90 to 1999/00



MID WEST ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE

7

NICKEL

In 1999/00 the region produced 243,278 tonnes of nickel
concentrate valued at $574.2 million. This represented 35.6 per
cent of the State’s total value of nickel production, and was 34.8
per cent of the Mid West’s total mining and petroleum production
value. 

Nickel is primarily used in the production of stainless steel, and a
recovery in economic conditions in Asia in late 1999 has
underpinned a surge in world nickel consumption. The
development of the Mt Keith mine has made the Mid West region
a major nickel producer. There are also potential mine sites at
Honeymoon Well and Yakabindie, just south of Mt Keith.

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy

NATURAL GAS

Natural gas production is a significant industry in the Mid West
region. Production was valued at $27.1 million in 1999/00, which
was 4.7 per cent of the State natural gas total and accounted for
1.7 per cent of the region’s total mining and petroleum
production. Production values have decreased since 1996/97, due
in part to reduced production. However, natural gas production is
expected to grow in the future with an increase in demand for gas
for the purpose of power generation by mineral-based companies,
as well as for domestic consumption.

Source: Department of Minerals and Energy

There are gas sites at Dongara/Mondarra and gas processing plants
at Dongara and Beharra Springs. The Parmelia natural gas
pipeline transports gas from these sites to Perth and Pinjarra. A
natural gas storage facility being developed at Mondarra will
reinforce the benefit of this line and encourage further
exploration for new gas reserves.

CRUDE OIL AND CONDENSATE

The onshore oil fields at Dongara are located about 65 kilometres
south of Geraldton in the Perth Basin. The fields produced both
crude oil and condensate in 1999/00, with the value of crude oil
estimated at $1.3 million and condensate $0.3 million.

OTHER

Other minerals extracted in the Mid West region in 1999/00
included: zinc valued at $93.4 million; silver $14.8 million; copper
concentrates $1.7 million; and attapulgite (used in pet litter) $1.2
million. Talc (used in the paper industry) is extracted from two
mines, one at Three Springs, 170 kilometres south east of
Geraldton, and one at Mt Seabrook, 160 kilometres north west of
Meekatharra. In 1999/00 the value of talc mined was $13.6 million.

AGRICULTURE

Agricultural production makes a significant contribution to the
Mid West region’s economy. In 1998/99 the gross value of
production was $561.3 million, which was 13.1 per cent of the
State total. These production figures were achieved from 1,169
agricultural holdings covering an area of 27.6 million hectares.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

The majority of income in the region is derived from broadacre
grain crops (predominantly wheat), wool and livestock.
Consequently, the success of regional agriculture in any year is
largely dependent on prices for these commodities and the
seasonal conditions. However, the agricultural sector continues 
to diversify into high value crops and value adding of its 
produce, including pastoralism, abattoir activities, horticulture
and floriculture.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics
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CROPS

The total value of cereal crops harvested in the Mid West was
$339.8 million in 1998/99, representing 18.0 per cent of the State
total. The major grain products harvested during this period were
wheat ($327.2 million), barley ($8.7 million) and oats
($960,000). A further crop of economic interest was triticale
($240,000). Non-cereal crops include lupins, chick peas, field
peas, faba beans, and cut flowers.

Wheat

The value of wheat production was $327.2 million in 1998/99.
The Mid West harvest in 1998/99 accounted for 20.5 per cent of
the State’s wheat production and represented 58.3 per cent of the
value of the region’s total agricultural product. The region’s high
protein wheats are keenly sought on international markets and
offer considerable scope for diversification into value adding
ventures such as noodles and pastas.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Other grains

The annual value of production of other grains has fluctuated
considerably over the last ten years. The value of barley
production in 1998/99 was $8.7 million, a 60.1 per cent decrease
from the 1997/98 figure of $21.5 million. This reflected the large
decrease in the volume of barley produced due to a deterioration
in grain prices and increasing stock levels. Similarly, the value of
oats production decreased from $2.7 million in 1997/98 to
$960,000 in 1998/99.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Lupins

The value of production of lupins totalled $69.0 million in
1998/99, which was 38.1 per cent of the State total. This
represented a 29.4 per cent decrease from the industry’s peak in
1996/97, reflecting a fall in lupin prices. However, the region’s
share of the State total has increased during the same period,
indicating the region’s interest in continuing to incorporate
lupins as part of the broadacre farming systems located in the area.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Canola

Canola has become an attractive alternative crop for many of the
region’s farmers. In 1998/99, 84,502 hectares were planted to
produce 81,401 tonnes of clean seed, estimated to be worth $30.6
million. This represented 13.2 per cent of the State’s total value
of canola production. This was a sharp increase from the 1997/98
value of $8.9 million produced from 16,835 hectares. Market
conditions for canola softened over the 1999/00 year, but were
expected to recover in the 2000/01 season due to a shortage in
world production.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Pulses

The production of Western Australian chick peas has been
through a period of rapid development. The Mid West region is
the largest producer of chick peas in the State, and produced 49
per cent of the State total in 1998/99 valued at $8.3 million. This
was a 36.9 per cent increase on the 1997/98 figure of $6.1 million.
Desi and kabuli chick peas are particularly suited to the region’s
neutral and alkaline loam and clay soils, and the Mid West’s
warmer temperatures. They are grown in rotation with cereals,
replacing pastures and continuous cropping of wheat on heavier
soils. Of the chick peas grown in Western Australia, the majority
are exported to Pakistan.
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In the Mid West, faba beans were produced to the value of
$964,000. The region has increased its share of the State
production from 11.2 per cent in 1996/97 to 27.2 per cent in
1998/99. 

The Western Australian faba bean production has grown over
time and export volumes are increasing. This has largely occurred
due to declining production in many of the traditional faba bean
regions of the world, creating an opportunity for Western
Australia to meet the growing international demand.

Field peas valued at $145,000 were produced in the Mid West in
1998/99, which was a slight decrease from $143,000 in 1997/98.

Hay

The total value of pasture and grasses for hay was $1.1 million in
1998/99. This comprised pastures cut for hay valued at $663,000
and pasture seed totalled at $401,000.

Fruit and vegetables

Fruit and vegetables are predominantly grown in coastal areas near
Geraldton. Fruit production in 1998/99 was valued at $173,000
and vegetable production was worth $594,000. The trend in the
value of vegetable production for the last decade has fluctuated
considerably.

The major fruit and vegetable crops in 1998/99 included rock
melon/cantaloupe ($183,000), zucchini ($178,000), oranges
($115,000), watermelons ($81,000) and table grapes ($58,000).

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

Floriculture

Wildflower production is continuing to grow as an export
industry. In 1998/99, cut flowers to the value of $3.4 million were
produced, a 20.4 per cent increase on the 1997/98 figure of $2.8
million. With its diverse range of plant species and a good supply
of vacant crown land, the industry is considered to have
considerable potential.

LIVESTOCK

Total livestock disposal for the Mid West region was valued at
$64.6 million in 1998/99. This represented 8.5 per cent of the
State total and 11.5 per cent of the region’s value of agricultural
production. Over the last decade, the trend in the value of
livestock disposals has increased steadily. This has been partly due
to some farmers switching from wool to meat production. The
region’s farms and pastoral stations supported around 162,303
cattle and calves in 1998/99.

The value of livestock disposals in 1998/99 was comprised of
sheep ($24.0 million), cattle ($33.3 million) and goats ($3.8
million). Biodynamic beef is now successfully produced in the
region and exported to a number of markets including Japan.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

WOOL

Sheep in the Mid West region are mainly farmed for their wool.
In 1998/99 there were 2.5 million sheep and lambs in the region.
The value of wool production was $41.7 million, which was 9.4
per cent of the State total. 

Low world prices have resulted in a trend of declining returns
since 1988/89 when wool production was valued at $159.8
million. However, Australian wool prices strengthened towards
the end of 2000. According to the Australian Bureau of
Agriculture and Resource Economics, wool prices were projected
to increase to 730 cents a kilogram in 2000/01 and to 771 cents a
kilogram in 2001/02.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

LIVE ANIMAL EXPORTS

In 1999/00 20,900 head of cattle, 4000 head of sheep and 800
goats were exported live from the Port of Geraldton to markets in
South East Asia, particularly Indonesia and Malaysia. Apart from
South East Asia, there is a huge potential for live animal exports
to the Middle East and North East Africa.

EGGS

The Mid West produced 345,000 eggs for human consumption in
1998/99, which represented 1.8 per cent of the State’s total egg
production. The value of production for 1998/99 was $642,000.
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SEAFOOD

The Mid West has the highest value fishing industry in the State.
In 1999/00 the value of the live weight catch was estimated at
$176.7 million. The industry is dominated by the highly valuable
rock lobster sector which accounted for 93.8 per cent of the total
catch value.

Source: Department of Fisheries

The region encompasses part of the West Coast Rock Lobster
Fishery and the Mid West Coast Purse Seine Fishery, with marron
farming taking place in a number of areas in close proximity to
the coast.

While the region is dominated by the lobster catch the industry
also includes catches of fin fish, mollusc, and a small take of
prawn. A large part of the seafood catch is exported overseas.

ROCK LOBSTER

The value of the lobster catch out of the Mid West region far
exceeded any other region in the 1999/00 season, with the catch
being valued at approximately $165.2 million. This value figure
represented 42.9 per cent of the State total in 1999/00.

The catch is exported either live or frozen, as whole cooked or
whole raw lobster to Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong/China or
processed into frozen raw tails for the United States. Small
quantities of live and whole cooked lobster are now penetrating
the European market, with increased interest from the United
Kingdom. There is a small local market, mainly for whole 
cooked crayfish.

Demand from Asian markets for lobsters improved considerably
in 1999/00. Through aggressive marketing, the industry
continued to develop new market opportunities in Europe, Japan,
China and the United States. Exchange rate variations continued
to favour export prices. This appears to have encouraged overseas
restaurants and hotels to have more lobsters on their menus.
Subsequently, the volume of sales of lobsters has increased.

In the wake of the 1999/00 record catch, exporters faced
inventories of unsold product in the 2000/01 season in the key
markets of Japan and Taiwan and the tail market in 
the USA.

Source: Department of Fisheries

MOLLUSC

The mollusc catch is primarily made up of abalone and scallop.
The live weight catch in 1999/00 was 753 tonnes and valued at
an estimated $4.2 million. This was a 10.7 per cent increase in
value from 1998/99 when the 747 tonnes caught was worth $3.8
million. Over the last ten years the mollusc catch was as low as
190 tonnes in 1990/91 and as high as 2,382 tonnes in 1993/94.

Source: Department of Fisheries

WETLINE FISH

In 1999/00 the Mid West’s fish catch was 2,643 tonnes, valued at
approximately $6.0 million which represented 3.4 per cent of the
region’s total catch value. The main species caught is the highly
regarded pilchard. It is sold for human consumption, angling bait,
commercial bait, tuna food and pet food.

Source: Department of Fisheries
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AQUACULTURE

There is strong support for the further development of the
aquaculture industry to fill the shortfall expected from the relative
decline in the world wild fish catch. The aquaculture industry will
receive a further stimulus through a marine education, training and
industry research centre being developed jointly by Central West
College of TAFE and the Mid West Development Commission.

Aquaculture activities in the Mid West include a healthy marron
industry and successful pearl farming at various locations at the
Abrolhos Islands. Hutt Lagoon, north of Geraldton, is home to
the largest single aquaculture project in Western Australia,
producing beta-carotene from marine algae. A hatchery for the
production of scallops has been established in Geraldton. There
are currently proposals for abalone, fin fish and aquarium fish
production.

MANUFACTURING

The manufacturing sector in the Mid West region makes a
significant contribution to the region’s overall economic activity.
It is based primarily on supplying the fishing, agriculture and
mining industries, as well as processing mining and fishing
products. Activities include boat building, mineral sands
processing, a superphosphate works and two quicklime plants.
The majority of activity occurs in the City of Geraldton and the
Shire of Greenough.

There were 136 manufacturing locations in 1998.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Revised Manufacturing Census Data

The Department of Local Government and Regional
Development estimates that total turnover for manufacturing
companies in the Mid West was $232.0 million in 1998/99
compared to $185.6 million in 1997/98. The number of people
employed in the sector in 1998/99 was estimated at 961 compared
to 964 in 1997/98. 

Manufacturing in the region is expected to remain strong as the
demand for machinery and equipment supplies for agricultural
and mining activities continue to develop. Infrastructure and
major resource processing projects being planned for the region
also have the potential to generate a significant increase in
manufacturing activity.

Of special significance is the world-renowned boat building
industry which has developed as a result of the skills and expertise
required to service the local fishing fleet.

CONSTRUCTION

The Mid West construction industry services residential,
commercial and industrial requirements both within the region
and in the north west of the State. The total value of construction
approvals in the 1999/00 year was $79.6 million compared to
$84.5 million in 1998/99. At the time of the 1996 Census, the
industry offered employment to 1,519 people.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics

While the value of total approvals has fluctuated over the last ten
years, there has been an overall pattern of improvement.
Residential approvals have generally been dominant through this
time period, but non-residential approvals have contributed to
the total value for the region in an increasing proportion. This
was particularly evident in 1998/99 when non-residential
approvals represented over half of the total building approvals.

RESIDENTIAL

The value of residential approvals in 1999/00 was $53.4 million
and accounted for 67.2 per cent of the value of total building
approvals. This was a 10.6 per cent increase on the value of
residential approvals in 1997/98 and continued an overall pattern
of improvement in value over the last 10 years. The majority of
the work approved was in the Shire of Greenough ($21.5 million)
and the City of Geraldton ($11.4 million). The housing sector is
expected to continue to improve.

There were 406 dwelling approvals in 1999/00 with an average
approval value of $131,623. The number of approvals was up from
the previous year when the figure was 338. Of the 406 dwelling
approvals, 163 were in the Shire of Greenough, 80 in Geraldton City,
and 58 in the Shire of Irwin. As can be seen from the graph, the
number of dwelling approvals has fluctuated over the last 10 years.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics
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NON-RESIDENTIAL

The value of non-residential construction in 1999/00 was $26.1
million, a 40.8 per cent decrease on the previous year’s figure of
$44.2 million. As the non-residential approvals are reliant on
specific projects, their value has fluctuated considerably over the
last 10 years. Of the non-residential work approved, 63 per cent
($16.5 million) was carried out in the City of Geraldton, with a
further 16.4 per cent ($4.3 million) being undertaken in the Shire
of Greenough.

COMMERCE

Commerce in the Mid West makes a valuable contribution to the
overall economic activity in the region. Geraldton is the largest
business and service centre in the region, where a wide range of
activities are carried out. These include banking, investment and
financial services, building and home maintenance supplies, real
estate, wholesale and retail, hospitality and accommodation
facilities. Geraldton is a major service centre for the agricultural,
pastoral, fishing and mining industries and is also the
administrative centre for the region. A large number of State and
Commonwealth agencies are located in the city.

The most up-to-date figures at the regional level for people
employed in commerce were gathered as part of the 1996 Census.
At that time, the retail and wholesale trade employed 3,506,
communications, finance and insurance services employed 550,
and property and business services offered employment to 1,160
people. In addition, education, health and community services
employed 2,912 residents.

The last retail census was carried out in 1991 at which time there
were 479 retail establishments with a total turnover of $253.5
million. Recent estimates carried out by the Department of Local
Government and Regional Development put the retail turnover
figure at $405.6 million for 1999/00.

Source: 1991/92 Australian Bureau of Statistics; 1992/93 to 1999/00 Department of Local
Government and Regional Development

TOURISM

The Mid West region is being developed as a prime nature-based,
marine and cultural tourism destination. The tourism sector is an
important component of the Mid West economy. As tourism is a
growth industry and a significant employer, it will become even
more important in the future.

The region’s attractions include the Batavia Coast, Kalbarri, the
Murchison River Gorges and the outback Murchison-Goldfields
featuring a range of station stay properties. Wildflowers abound
throughout the region and bloom between July and October. The

coastal, outback and agricultural hinterland attractions are
backed by a rich cultural and indigenous heritage.

In 1999 there were 563,000 domestic visitors to the Mid West
region, up by 7.6 per cent from 1998 when there were 523,000.
The 1999 figure represents 7.7 per cent of the State total.

From 1998 to 1999, international visitors rose from 47,000 to
59,000, a 25.5 per cent increase. The 1999 figure of 59,000
represents 6.2 per cent of the State total.

The overnight domestic visitor expenditure in 1999 was
estimated at $201 million which represented 6.3 per cent of the
State total. This was slightly higher than the 1998 estimate of
$194 million. The averaged daily domestic visitor expenditure
was estimated at $80 while the average domestic visitor
expenditure per visit was estimated at $371.

Note: The method of data collection changed in 1998. Therefore, data previous to 1998 is not comparable.

Source: Western Australian Tourism Commission

The large majority of domestic visitors to the Mid West region in
1999 were Western Australians, with 64 per cent of them being
from the Perth metropolitan area. June to November was the
popular time to travel, with 58 per cent of domestic visitors
travelling during that time.

Fifty seven per cent of the domestic visitors to the region in 1999
visited for the purpose of a holiday/leisure while 20 per cent
visited friends/relatives and 18 per cent visited for business
reasons.

When staying overnight in the region, 32 per cent stayed at a
friend’s or relative’s property or their own property. Hotel, resort,
motel and motor inn type accommodation was used by 24 per
cent of domestic visitors.

ABORIGINAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Mid West Development Commission employs an Aboriginal
Economic Development Officer (AEDO).  The AEDO provides
economic development advice to individuals and organisations.

Tourism has been identified as a key industry for the development
of indigenous enterprises. The Commission is represented at
various state level forums and a regional indigenous tourism
development group is proposed. One of the aims of the local
development group will be to prepare an indigenous tourism
strategy for the region. Relationships being fostered between
aspiring Aboriginal tourism operators and existing industry
players will enhance the current product and provide practical
training.

Indigenous people in the Mt Magnet area receive support and
assistance with economic development aspirations from the
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Murchison Indigenous Initiatives Project.  The Commission, in
collaboration with ATSIC, WA Department of Training &
Employment, Shire of Mt Magnet and members of the local
Aboriginal community, supports a full-time officer to promote
training, employment and enterprise development opportunities
to the indigenous people of Mt Magnet and surrounds.

The Commission’s other key activities include sponsorship of the
Bundiyarra Indigenous Youth Awards, compilation of the Mid
West Aboriginal Organisations Data Base and a Client Visitation
Program aimed at assisting with preparation of economic
development plans for the region’s 120 registered Aboriginal
Corporations.

INFRASTRUCTURE

WATER SERVICES

The Water Corporation operates water schemes at Geraldton,
Kalbarri, Northampton, Horrocks, Nabawa, Yuna, Mullewa,
Yalgoo, Mt Magnet, Cue, Meekatharra, Wiluna, Sandstone,
Mingenew, Morawa, Perenjori, Carnamah, Coorow, Three
Springs, Eneabba, Leeman, Dongara/Denison and Greenhead.

The Shire of Northampton operates a water scheme at Port
Gregory.  Supply to farmlands is limited to those properties
adjacent to existing mains.  Water supply is predominantly drawn
from groundwater sources, with coastal areas south of Geraldton
having access to the higher yielding sources.

The Water Corporation also operates waste water systems at
Geraldton, Kalbarri, Horrocks, Three Springs, Eneabba, Leeman,
Greenhead and Dongara/Denison.  The Shire of Morawa runs a
comprehensive scheme and the Mullewa Shire operates a limited
scheme.

ENERGY

Western Power provides power to the Mid West region by dual
132kV lines via the interconnected grid from Bunbury, Muja and
Kwinana power stations.  Geraldton, Chapman Valley, Golden
Grove, Three Springs and Eneabba each have 132kV zone
substations.  Power is then distributed by 33kV line to Dongara,
Kalbarri, Northampton, Mullewa, Narngulu, and Nabawa and
throughout the Geraldton-Greenough area.  

Power supplies may be supplemented by 20 MW and 105 MW gas
power stations located at Utakarra (Geraldton) and Mungarra (60
kilometres south east of Geraldton) respectively.  The more
isolated rural towns utilise alternative power supplies such as
diesel generation though demand from major resource projects
could see new gas lateral lines being built.

Properties outside town boundaries can receive Western Power
supplies under the terms of the Contributory Extension Scheme
(CES) whereby consumers meet the connection costs within
their boundary.  A rebate is available on a proportional basis as
further consumers connect.  

Mining customers meet the full cost of providing a power supply
with a non-refundable capital contribution.  Western Power
administers its installation, maintenance and planning functions
via the North Country Branch Officer located in Geraldton.

The Mid West region is serviced by three natural gas pipelines:
the Parmelia Pipeline (Dongara-Pinjarra); the Dampier-Bunbury
Natural Gas Pipeline; and the Goldfields Gas Pipeline (North
West Shelf-Kalgoorlie).

TRANSPORT

Roads

The Mid West is well serviced with a network of major sealed
roads connecting Geraldton to Perth, the North West and the
hinterland, and providing for extensive use of double and triple
road trains.  Major arterial roads include: the Brand Highway
linking Perth to Geraldton; the North West Coastal Highway
from Geraldton to the North West via Northampton, Carnarvon,
Karratha and Port Hedland; the Midlands Road between Moora
and Dongara; and the eastern connection via Mullewa and Yalgoo
which joins the great Northern Highway near Mt Magnet.

The Transform Western Australia Program will see the sealing of
the region's strategically important east-west links including the
Meekatharra-Wiluna road and the Mt Magnet-Leinster Road.
These works will play a vital role in opening up and further
developing the mining, pastoral and tourist sectors, as well as
serving the needs of the hinterland communities.

Rail

The Australia Railroad Group operates a successful railway in the
Mid West which provides efficient and effective transport services
in the southern half of the state.  The haulage task in the Mid
West region is now exclusively made up of bulk products and
includes coal, grain, fertiliser, mineral sands, talc and sodium
cyanide.

The main depot at Narngulu, 13 kilometres from the port of
Geraldton, is the junction of the two railway lines which come
from the south.  One line travels through Northam, Wongan
Hills, Perenjori and Mullewa, while the other passes through
Moora, Three Springs and Dongara.  Another line branches off at
Dongara to service the minerals sands deposits at Eneabba.

The State Government is making provision for a Services
Corridor, including a railway, to link the industrial estate at
Narngulu with Oakajee and the State’s main rail network.

Port

The port of Geraldton is one of the most diverse regional ports in
Western Australia.  It has six land-backed berths, with all bar
berth No. 1 (8.8 metre) having a 9.4 metre depth.  Grain
handling facilities include two wharf gantries with a capacity of
1,000 tph each and a mineral sands gantry with a capacity of
2,000 tph.  The maximum loaded draught is 9.1 metres at 0.8
metres of tide (MSL) and 9.3 metres at 1.1 metres of tide
(MHHW).

Imports include petroleum products, phosphate, fertiliser and
urea.  Exports include wheat and other grains, mineral sands, talc,
stockfeed, livestock, copper and zinc concentrates.

The total trade through the port for 1999/2000 was 3,938,057
tonnes which includes imports of 382,868 tonnes, exports of
3,554,964 tonnes and oil bunkers of 225 tonnes.  The Geraldton
Port Authority is currently reviewing its future operations.  The
existing port may be enhanced to accommodate fully laden
‘handimax’ sized vessels departing from Geraldton and therefore
maximise cargo loading potential out of the region.

Airport

The Geraldton Airport is a Civil Aviation Authority licensed
aerodrome, owned and operated by the Shire of Greenough.
Skywest and Western Airlines operate regular passenger services
between Perth and Geraldton and to the North West and
Gascoyne.  Regular passenger services also operate to the Mid
West between Perth and a number of small communities
including Kalbarri, Mount Magnet, Meekatharra, Wiluna and Mt
Keith.
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Fly-in fly-out air services operate from both Perth and Geraldton
Airports to mine sites located in the Mid West.

General aviation services include apron parking for four large
commercial aircraft, a helicopter pad, three private charter
operators, and maintenance/servicing for light aircraft located at
Geraldton airport.  There are also a number of private charters
operating throughout the region based at other towns in the Mid
West. 

The Shire of Greenough has adopted an airport master plan to
provide guidelines for the future expansion of the Geraldton
Airport. In 1999 the main runway was upgraded to accommodate
BAe 146 and 737 aircraft.  New general aviation hangers have
been built and a new $3.6 million passenger terminal is due for
completion in August 2001.

A new airport at Kalbarri has been completed and will
complement the existing network of airports in Western Australia
from Perth north along the Mid West and Gascoyne coast,
including Geraldton, Shark Bay, Carnarvon and Learmonth.
Service buildings are currently under construction and will be
completed in the latter half of 2001. 

INDUSTRIAL LAND

There is an ample supply of serviced light industrial land in
various lot sizes in the Geraldton/Greenough area.  Light
industrial land is available at Narngulu and Webberton/
Wonthella, with a small number of blocks available at the West
End and the North West Coastal Highway.  A further 130
hectares of light industrial land has been proposed in the draft
Greater Geraldton structure plan being developed by the Ministry
for Planning.

The Narngulu Estate has a total area of 741 hectares.  Of this, 541
hectares caters for general industry, with the remaining 200
hectares set aside as a noxious and hazardous industries area.
Currently much of the estate has been sold to a diverse range of
industries including plants for processing of mineral sands, garnet
and attapulgite, a tannery and a broad range of general support
industries. 50 hectares of land is immediately available and it is
likely that a further 130 hectares of serviced industrial land will
be available in the future.

The Geraldton Region Plan (released June 1999) recommends:
• the establishment of a buffer around the Narngulu Industrial

Estate;
• expansion of the General Industry Area to the south to

accommodate a further 152 hectares; and
• a reduction in the existing Noxious and Hazardous Industry

Zone.

The State Government is progressing the establishment of the
Oakajee site, 20 kilometres north of Geraldton, as the region's
next strategic industrial estate and now controls 90 per cent of the
land comprising the core and surrounding buffer.  To be
complemented by a multi-user deep-water port, this prospective
world class estate will offer a number of competitive advantages to
a wide range of industries.

The Oakajee Port/Industrial Estate concept has received
environmental approval and is currently awaiting commitment
from major project proponents before proceeding.  A range of
opportunities exist for industrial development in other towns
throughout the Mid West region.

COMMUNICATIONS

The Mid West receives national and state ABC radio and
television (an ABC radio station is located in Geraldton),

Golden West Network (GWN), WIN television and SBS.  Two
commercial FM stations are located in Geraldton and broadcast
to Geraldton and neighbouring towns, using AM transmission to
the Northern Wheatbelt.  Satellite radio services are provided
outside the coverage area of Geraldton services.  The Geraldton
Guardian, Mid West Times and Yamaji News are produced in
Geraldton and available throughout the region.  State and
national newspapers are available daily in Geraldton and in most
areas of the Mid West.

Daily postal services are provided from Geraldton and direct from
Perth to all towns except those in the Murchison pastoral area,
which has a weekly service.  The Mid West has access to the
national telephone network.  Modern communications include
Internet, email, online services, STD, ISD, facsimile and
teleconferencing facilities.  Pastoral stations and isolated
communities use satellite facilities to access television and radio
services.  Digital mobile phone facilities are available in
Geraldton, Kalbarri, Dongara, Mount Magnet and Meekatharra
and a new CDMA system covers the towns of Mullewa, Morawa,
Mingenew, Carnamah, Coorow, Perenjori and Three Springs.

The commercial fishing fleet utilises state-of-the-art satellite
navigation equipment, as well as auto seaphone facilities and
CDMA for communications between the Abrolhos and the
mainland.

A number of telecentres operate in the Mid West region which
provide further opportunities to access education, training,
information, employment and government services.

EDUCATION

Government

Throughout the region there is one secondary college, seven
district high schools and 22 primary schools.  In 2001 Kalbarri
District High School opened, servicing Years eight to ten.

Holland Street School provides education support for children
with special needs.  The Country Hostels Authority runs
residential colleges with facilities for boarders in Geraldton.  An
upgrade of these boarding facilities into a combined 96 bed hostel
is due to be completed in early 2002.

Agriculturally-based secondary education is available in schools
located in Morawa and Tardun.  Education needs for children of
isolated families are provided by School of the Air and the
Distance Education Centre.

Non-Government

Non-Government schools include three primary and secondary
colleges, two secondary schools and six primary schools.  The
Geraldton Grammar School, which commenced in 1996, is now
catering for students from Kindergarten to Year 12.  

Higher Education

The Central West College of TAFE (www.centralwest.wa.edu.au)
is the major provider of post secondary education in the Mid West
and Gascoyne regions. The college has a vital role to play in the
development of the region through the provision of quality
education and training services, to meet the increasing and
changing needs of industry and of the community.

Delivery has doubled in the last five years, with an increasingly
sophisticated range of programs to meet the life-long learning
needs of individuals and to offer opportunities to people from
diverse backgrounds to pursue their post secondary study options. 

A Registered Training Organisation (RTO) under the auspices of
the Western Australian Department of Training and
Employment, the Central West College is also recognised as a
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Quality Endorsed Training Organisation (QETO).  Courses range
from TAFE certificate level courses through to university
programs.  These include:

TAFE Award Courses – Certificate, Advanced Certificate,
Associate Diploma, Diploma, Advanced Diploma.

Selected University Programs – Art (ECU), Management
(University of Western Sydney), Nursing (Curtin), Social
Sciences (ECU), Training and Development (ECU)  

Apprenticeships and Traineeships – many traineeships can
now be completed on the job using flexible learning materials.

School Link Programs – selected TAFE courses offered
through secondary schools.

Lifestyle and Community Courses – courses for self-
development and leisure.

Interactive Training Network (ISO 9000) – the College’s
commercial arm, also provides a range of customised corporate
training and consultancy services in industrial plant
operations and in management.

The college continues to seek ways to improve access to
education and training opportunities for the people of the Mid
West and Gascoyne regions, with a number of staff available to
assist regional communities, industry and Aboriginal clients. In
addition, a wide range of courses is available in a variety of
flexible learning options. These include a virtual learning
environment, which now offers a dozen different courses over the
Internet, with more courses planned.  See the Virtual Campus
Gateway at http://wal.centralwest.wa.edu.au/ for more
information.

In 2000 a major refurbishment and expansion of facilities began,
the first since the college was built in 1978. State of the art
teaching facilities for the delivery of training in the
manufacturing and electro-technology areas was completed in
2001. 

Planning is also well advanced for a Marine and Fishing Industries
Education and Training Centre, in partnership with the Western
Australian Department of Training and Employment and local
fishing and aquaculture groups. Together with a Marine Industry
Research Facility being progressed by the Mid West Development
Commission and the Department of Local Government and
Regional Development, this centre will provide students with a
first class teaching and research facility.

University Project

In 2000 the Mid West Development Commission along with the
local community commenced a project to improve access to
university education in the Mid West. The Mid West University
Access Group, comprised of representatives from Central West
College of TAFE, local high schools, the Combined Universities
Centre for Rural Health, the Department of Education Services
and local government, proposes to establish a university centre in
Geraldton to achieve this goal.

HEALTH

The Mid West region has access to excellent health care facilities.
The Geraldton Regional Hospital has 65-staffed beds and 10 day
bed places including endoscopy, surgery, renal and chemotherapy
beds, while the St John of God Hospital with 40 staffed beds are
located in Geraldton. Other health facilities are located in
Dongara, Kalbarri, Meekatharra, Morawa, Mullewa,
Northampton and Three Springs, with nursing posts at Cue, Mt
Magnet and Yalgoo.

There are about 25 general practitioners (GPs) based in
Geraldton, along with private dental, physiotherapy,
occupational therapy, speech pathology, podiatry, clinical
psychology, dietetics and chiropractic services.  There are also
resident GPs located in Kalbarri, Northampton, Mullewa,
Morawa, Three Springs, Dongara and Mt Magnet. 

The Royal Flying Doctor has a base in Meekatharra and provides
General Practitioner services to Wiluna, Sandstone, Cue and
Yalgoo. Additionally, Geraldton has an Aboriginal medical
service that services both Geraldton and the greater Mid West
area.  

A number of visiting specialists travel to Geraldton and
Meekatharra on a regular basis. Visiting services to Geraldton
include audiology, endocrinology, geneticists, immunology,
nephrology, ophthalmology, paediatrics, pain management,
plastic surgeons, radiation oncology, rheumatology and urology.
There are also some residential allied health services eg.
occupational therapy in Mullewa, physiotherapy in Morawa and
Three Springs.

Silver Chain services are offered in Geraldton, Dongara, Eneabba
and Mingenew and various community-based home and
community care (HACC) programs are found throughout the
region.  With the expansion of the Multi Purpose Service program
(MPS), communities are seeing an increase in HACC programs
and the addition of benchmarked aged care funds to the
community based on their population. Current MPS sites are
located in the Murchison, Northampton/Kalbarri, Dongara/
Eneabba/Mingenew and Three Springs.

The Mid West also has a regional public health unit and a
regional drug service team run from the Geraldton Health
Service.  The Geraldton Health Service also provides allied
health services including physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
speech pathology, podiatry, social work and dental clinics. The
mental health service capacity has increased with the
development of the Central West Mental Health Service,
servicing the whole region.

Community health services of child (infant and school),
immunisation and maternal health, plus other chronic disease
programs, are coordinated by each local community where there
is a hospital or nursing post. 

The Geraldton Regional Hospital now has improved diagnostic
services with a CT scan and dialysis unit and offers higher levels
of surgery since the appointment of specialist anaesthetists.
Resident medical specialists in Geraldton include a physician,
obstetrician/gynaecologist, radiologist, orthopaedic surgeon,
general surgeons and a vascular surgeon. Additionally to these
services outlined, the Mid West has an expanding palliative care
service.
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MORE INFORMATION

PUBLICATIONS

Mid West People and Population, Department of Commerce and
Trade and the Mid West Development Commission (2000)

Mid West Geographic Perspective, Mid West Development
Commission (1998)

Towards 2010: An Economic Development Strategy for Western
Australia’s Mid West Region, Mid West Development
Commission (1996)
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Mid West Development Commission
45 Cathedral Avenue
GERALDTON WA 6530
Telephone: (08) 9921 0702
Facsimile: (08) 9921 0707
E-mail: info@mwdc.wa.gov.au
Internet: www.mwdc.wa.gov.au

This document has been prepared by the Department of Local Government and Regional Development and the Mid West Development Commission predominantly from information and data gathered in the 
course of their activities. No person or organisation should act on the basis of any matter contained in this document without considering and, if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice.

Neither the Commission nor the Department nor any of their employees undertakes responsibility to any person or organisation in respect to this document.
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